I am writing this editorial just a few days before Christmas (slightly beyond the deadline, as is usual) and am looking forward to spending some time with my family over the coming festive season. I thought it would be useful to take this opportunity to share with you some recent developments associated with the Journal.
We have received some pleasing metrics for 2016. We averaged around 12,000 full text downloads per issue, which is up from an average of around 8250 during 2015. The majority of these downloads were in Europe (36%), Asia (32%) and North America (26%), which demonstrates the international influence of our publications. Over the course of the year we had just over 100 original submissions and rejected a total of 65. Amongst these, 29 were rejected without peer review, either because they were not felt to be of sufficient interest to our readers or were not of a high enough standard. Our reviewers continue to play an essential role in production of the Journal, taking an average of only 13.8 days to complete their reviews, which is outstanding. I think collectively, these data tell us that we are publishing some interesting manuscripts that are of interest to orthodontists throughout the world. However, I would like to see more high-quality original research submitted to the Journal, particularly from some of the excellent research projects that are undertaken by postgraduate orthodontic trainees, both in the UK and overseas. We offer free open access for selected articles and will prioritise the best research for rapid publication.
As you will have noticed, the Journal has also undergone a change in style for 2017. This is not just about freshening things up, but also provides added functionalitygiving the articles a cleaner, more contemporary font and better onscreen readability for electronic devices. It also allows submitted manuscripts to conform to Journal requirements more easily, making the publishing process more straightforward for our authors.
There have also been some changes to our editorial board. A number of members have completed their terms of office and I am extremely grateful to them for their help and support over the last few years. This includes Friedy Luther, who has been involved with the Journal as Editor-in-Chief and editorial board member for well over a decade. In addition, Jyothindra Kumar, Guilherme Janson and Christopher Lux have all completed their terms of office and I am grateful to all of them for their efforts. I am pleased to report that Kelvin Foong Weng Chiong from the National University of Singapore, Greg Huang from the University of Washington and Sunil Kapila from the University of California at San Francisco have all agreed to join our board as international members and I believe that their contribution will be significant. Closer to home, Tony Ireland has agreed to join Richard Cousley and Jayne Harrison as an Associate Editor; whilst Ben Lewis will join Robert Evans, Gavin Mack and Howard Moseley as a Clinical Sub-Editor. Finally, Nora Donaldson has also finished her term of office as a statistical advisor and will be replaced by Spyridon Papageorgiou, who will also be contributing some issue-by-issue short articles on statistics and research design. These are designed for a clinical audience and will hopefully help to de-mystify some aspects of statistical analysis that we all struggle with! Collectively, and with the support of our publishers Taylor and Francis, I hope that these changes will help move the Journal forward as we rapidly approach the next decade of publishing activity.
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